[Pharyngeal pain during lateral suboccipital puncture].
Oropharyngeal pain was referred by five fully conscious and collaborative patients during lateral suboccipital puncture (LSP) of the cisterna magna, performed for myelography and/or cerebrospinal fluid collection. The anastomotic connections between the lower cranial nerves, the sympathetic nerves and the upper cervical spinal nerves are reviewed, with emphasis on the relationship between the first cervical nerve (C1), the superior cervical ganglion of the sympathetic trunk, and the spinal accessory nerve (nerve XI), and their central connections. The authors conclude that pharyngeal pain during LSP is provoked by the stimulation of afferent visceral fibers of C1, or of the gray communicating branches of the superior cervical ganglion to C1.